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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Adopt a Greenspace in Your Own Neighborhood. 
– Lynn Ankney, President

Regular readers know we here at OIPA have a soft 
spot for neighborhood green initiatives and look 
for opportunities to support local businesses.  

So, when Claudia Hine, longtime OIP resident and 
President of the Irving Park Garden Club, approached 
the Board with an opportunity for OIPA to help the 
Garden Club partner with the Farmers Market Garden 
Center to beautify the 13 square planters along Irving 
Park Road, you know we were game! 

In late February, Claudia and I met with Nicole and 
Jennifer Paravola, sisters and owners of the Farmers 
Market Garden Center located at 4110 N. Elston. Nicole, 
who has worked at the garden center for 17 years and 
Jen, who has a design and landscape background, 
jumped at the opportunity to help. During the meeting, 
they enthusiastically lobbed different ideas of what 
plants and flowers would fare best given the planters’ 
size, light exposure, and need for drought tolerance. 

So here’s the plan: Nicole and Jen will create a 
plant design for the 13 square planters along Irving 
Park Road and pull together a ready-to-plant “kit” for 
each one. OIPA will fund the kits and the Irving Park 
Garden Club will deploy them. If you like the sound of 
this plan and want to help it succeed, you can support 
this effort in two different ways: 

FIRST, show up at 9:30 on Saturday May 20 at the 
Tripp Garden (at Irving Park Road, adjacent to the Fire 
Station). You can help the Garden Club beautify Irving 
Park Road by pitching in to clean out garbage from the 
Tripp Garden, the rectangular above ground “mural 
planters,” and/or the numerous in-ground garden beds 
all along Irving Park Road. OIPA will send out a sign-up 

link so we can get a basic headcount of our “Green 
Team” and prioritize our day’s efforts. 

THE SECOND way you can help is to adopt a rectan-
gular “mural” planter or in-ground bed for the 2017 
season. We have 6 “mural planters” and 16 in-ground 
planting beds in desperate need of TLC. 

What would adoption entail?

–  We’ll start you out with some wildflower seed 
packets provided by Nicole and Jen from FMGC. 

–  After planting, we ask you to make regular visits 
(weekly, bi-weekly, whatever fits your schedule) 
to “your” planter to clear out liter and weeds. 

Adopting just one rectangular mural planter or in-
ground bed is manageable and could be an altruistic 
and FUN opportunity for a family, group of neighbors, 
or local business. You’ll have a tangible impact on the 
beautification of our stretch of Irving Park road and 
enjoy a sense of pride and ownership whenever you 
walk, bike or drive past “your” greenspace. To adopt  
a planter or bed, contact me at JLAnkney@prodigy.net 
to find out what’s available (e.g., Hot Dog planter  
at Keeler, in-ground bed in front of UpBeat Music  
& Arts, etc).

Even If you are unable to join on May 20 or commit to 
adopting a mural planter or in-ground garden bed, you 
can help keep our neighborhood beautiful by picking 
up the litter in parkways while walking your dog, run-
ning errands on foot, or getting your child from school. 
Earth Day 2017 is April 22nd, but do we really need a 
special day to remind us to pitch in and do our small 
part to take care of our surroundings? 
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OIPA BOARD | MEETING REPORT

Attendees: Lynn Ankney, Howard Silver, Anna Sobor, 
Meredith O’Sullivan, Adrienne Chan, Colleen Kenny, 
Joan Tunney and Bart Goldberg

The Board meeting commenced at 8:07 p.m. 

Treasurer’s Reports: The Treasurer’s Report for  
February was unanimously approved. 

Annual Charitable Gifts: OIPA usually makes charita-
ble gifts at around the end of the year to some of the 
organizations that it supports, but somehow it slipped 
through the cracks this winter. It was rectified at this 
meeting as $500 gifts were awarded to Schurz High 
School, Disney II, Belding Elementary, Hands to Help, 
the Irving Park Food Pantry and the Irving Park YMCA. 

4300 W. Berteau: President Ankney and Howard Silver 
met with neighbors regarding the process to down-
zone this parcel from RS-3 to RS-2. 

4301 W. Montrose: President Ankney reported that at 
the most recent administrative hearing concerning 
this problem property that has been reported on in 
prior issues, the owner of the business at that  

Summarized Minutes of the Board Meeting  
on March 13, 2017 — Bart Goldberg, Secretary

location informed the Judge that he will be closing 
down the business, and that he will withdraw his 
license. The next hearing is on April 18, 2017. 

3700 N. Milwaukee Avenue: We have been contacted 
by the Alderman’s office regarding the possibility of 
converting this one story commercial building to a 
retail space on the first floor with condominium units 
above. We await details from the Alderman’s office to 
review and then will report accordingly. 

Website: Discussions were had about going forward with 
our plan to sell website sponsorships to advertisers. 

Future General Meetings: The next public meeting 
of the Association will be on April 10, 2017 at 7 p.m. 
and will feature new business in the area (which is 
always a popular topic). For the May meeting, we will 
be asking attendees to join us on a field trip to Schurz 
High School. We will meet in the first floor library at 
the usual time and conclude the meeting with a tour 
of the Food Science Lab, which was recently featured 
on WTTW’s “Chicago Tonight” program. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM. 

Interested in learning more about Farmers Market Garden 
Center? Visit their website: www.gardenchicago.com or go 
to www.facebook.com/FarmersMarketGardenCenter. 

Fun fact: Last September, Jen and Nicole bought the 
business from brothers Jack & Paul Prikos, who owned the 
business for approximately 20 years. The Prikos brothers 
had purchased the business from another set of siblings, 
the Marino Brothers, who also owned the business for about 
20 years.

Did you know 
the Irving Park Garden 
Club’s unofficial motto 
is, “We like to dine, 
drink and dig”? They 
are a fun bunch. Check 
them out on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/
IrvingParkGardenClub 



The Treasurer’s Report will appear in the May 
Issue of OIPA News.
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OIPA GENERAL MEETING REPORT

Prior to the Meeting:

This meeting was apparently being boycotted by 
the politically astute citizenry of Old Irving Park. 
Only about twelve people attended and half of 

those comprised the speaker and some members of 
the Board. It was not a coordinated effort, or if it was, 
it was performed with such stealth that it has yet to 
be uncovered or credited. Instead it was people that 
are normally civically engaged simply acting in their 
own best interests. No cookies or other treats had been 
provided for several meetings in a row, and people took 
notice. They were just (un)fed up. The Board has heard 
you, and this problem will be immediately rectified. We 
will continue to provide some type of treats until at 
least the next time that we don’t. We are also thinking 
about inviting some speakers that the community 
might find appetizing; possibly Cookie Rojas, Brownie 
McGhee, or Pie Traynor (though two of these have been 
dead for over forty years, it will still probably get people 
in the door). I found out that there are 13 people in the 
USA with a first name of Donut (it has to be true, it is 
on the internet). We would have to find a bigger venue 
if we could get one of them as a speaker. 

Committee Reports and  
Announcements:
President Ankney commenced the meeting at 7:05 
p.m. She spoke about recent and forthcoming events, 
including the new Adopt a Greenspace program that 
she discusses in her President’s Page in this issue. She 
also announced that the 19th annual Egg Hunt will be 
held on Saturday, April 8, 2017 at Belding field. I tried 
to keep listening, but I was too hungry. 

Main Speaker – Patty Conroy, Portage 
Park Neighborhood Association (PPNA):

Patty spoke to us about a startling ambitious project 
that the PPNA has been trying to undertake, that being 
the creation of a walking museum that may be called 
“The Northwest Portage”. As you probably know the 
stretch of land where Irving Park Road is now located 
was once the portage that Native Americans utilized 
to travel between the Chicago and Des Plaines Rivers. 
Their proposal is to create a walking museum that 
would extend along that route and would celebrate 
this history. The route would extend from the Clark 
Park WMS Boathouse (located just south of Addison) 
on the Chicago River and would extend to the Des 
Plaines River in Schiller Woods. Along this distance of 
nearly ten miles there would be painted trail markers, 
murals, statues, audio and visual installations, and 
many other attractions that are still being conceived. 
They would also like to have a museum building some-
where along the route. 

Summarized Minutes of the General Meeting 
on March 13, 2017 — Bart Goldberg, Secretary
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OIPA GENERAL MEETING REPORT

Patty (and the other proponents of the plan) set out 
an impressive list of benefits from this proposal. First 
and foremost, it would attract visitors to our neighbor-
hood to engage in a fun outdoor activity that is good 
for your mind and body. Since people would be taking 
the tour on foot or on bicycle it has the added benefit 
of not creating additional parking or congestion. It 
would be set up so that people could start anywhere 
along the route and complete just as much of it as 
they want to. 

PPNA has been presenting this idea to some local  
organizations in order to gauge support and to solicit 
ideas. They would like to eventually include many 
types of organizations as partners, including Native 
American tribes, neighborhood groups, historical 
groups, nature and arts groups, and governmental  
entities. Their efforts have already been rewarded  
with some very timely assistance from the Metro-
politan Planning Council. The National Park Service’s 
Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance program 
already had a project called the Great Rivers  
Chicago initiative, and under that program the MPC 
was awarded theassistance and services of a NPS 
community planner to draft the master plan for the 
walking museum. He began his work last November 
and the proposed Master Plan is expected by the 
end of this year. Once that plan is completed we will 
certainly want to have Patty and hopefully the planner 
back to provide further information on how the  
plan is taking shape, at which time there will also 
hopefully be a plan in place to fund it. While our crowd 
was small, one person that attended was OIP resident 
Bob Foster. He has worked with the Park District on 
planning, and I got the impression that he and Patty 
would be exploring this further. 

The meeting then adjourned at about 7:50 p.m. 

Next Meeting: 
April 10, 2017 at 7:00 PM

Lower level of the Irving Park Baptist Church,  
4401 W. Irving Park Road. As we do from time 

to time, this meeting will include speakers 
from several new businesses in the community, 
including Retro Fitness, The Picnic Basket, Eris 
Brewery and Cider House, and possibly a couple 

of more that have yet to confirm.  
Most importantly, you will be fed. 
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OIPA | ANNIVERSARIES & BIRTHDAYS

April Anniversaries
8 Elizabeth & Robert Fox
8 Anne & Jim Gruber
15 Colleen & Roger Essex
15 Kathryn & Robert Kleisch
18 Chuck & Ewa Ryan
19 Meredith & Tim O’Sullivan
23 Sally & Jose Frau
24 Angela & Martin Yorath
27 Sheila & Shaun Quinn
28 Diana & Bob Laskowski
30 Adam & Nicole Luckey

April Birthdays
1 Lisa Kelly
2 Patti Melzer
2 Nilda Soler
3 Brian Collins
4 Bindu Alexander
4 Tom Keith
4 Frank Serpone 
7 Lindsay Hunter
7 Tim Norris
7 Catherine Tataryn
8 Tony Mallerdino
8 Chuck Ryan
9 Daniel O’Donohue

10 Barry Pollard
10 Cara Pollard
11 Sandra Schwarzbeck
15 Debbie LaPenta
15 Cynthia Rivera
16 Rich Lucki
16 Marjorie Monaghan
17 Paul Moran
18 Peter O’Mara
19 Meridith Cannon
20 Gregory Kick
21 Louise Chan
22 Kristen Lynch
22 Mark Sussman

23 Elizabeth Fox
24 Audra Nelson
26 Mike Blaha
26 T.J. Hine
27 Mary Ann McLaughlin
28 Sandra Broderick
29 Erin O’Donohue
29 Warren Stevens
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OIP REAL ESTATE ACTIVITY

Single Family
3710 N. Milwaukee ..................... $487,900   
4413 W. Waveland ....................... $488,360
3650 N. Kenneth ......................... $507,500
4421 W. Waveland ....................... $640,839
4122 N. Kenneth .......................... $800,000
4246 N. Kedvale ........................... $832,000

Attached Single Family
4207 N. Keystone, 2 .................... $52,000 
4215 N. Keystone, 2C .................. $168,000
4125 N. Keystone, 604 ............... $172,000

2-4 Units
3747 N. Kostner ........................... $459,469

Prepared by Tom Brandt (F)= Foreclosure Sale (S) = Short Sale

Complete Automotive Repair
Computer & Electrical Work

All Major & Minor Repairs

24 Hour Towing Available

3325 North Knox
Chicago, Illinois 60641
Phone 773-286-7686
Fax     773-286-7619

sandtautomotive.com
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One Word Says it All - SOLD!!!                                  
Call my Cell to get your home          Tom Brandt             
SOLD!!!                                               773-230-6997 

3833 N. Kenneth 

New Listing! 
 

 2011 New 
Custom Built 

Home! 
 

Perfect 
Location - 
Disney II   
and Park  

Next Door! 
 

4032 W. Grace  

New       
Listing!  

3916 N. Kildare                

New 3BR Lease 
Listing! 

3817-H N. Milwaukee 

New  
Listing! 
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IRVING PARK GARDEN CLUB

Members of the Irving Park Garden Club will meet 
Thursday evening, April 20, to learn more about  
succulents and how to create a charming arrange-

ment using those adorable, carefree plants. Our speaker will 
be Angie Yorath of AngiLily Floral Studio (www.angilily.com), 
who will demonstrate her design skills and teach us how we 
can construct a beautiful container for indoors.

Added incentive—One lucky door prize winner will take home 
the arrangement that Angie makes for us.

Added attraction—Movie/Music/Book Exchange. Do you have 
stacks of books you’ve already read, movies you hated, or CDs 
you no longer need? Are they just adding to the clutter in your 
home? Here’s your chance to clean out some space—and 
maybe find a few new items to fill it up again. 

Bring your gardening books, cookbooks, fiction, nonfiction,  
romance novels, and mysteries—we want them all. Don’t for-
get the DVDs and CDs you’re done with, too. We’ll get a chance 
to search for treasures in each other’s trash—free stuff, who 
can resist? Whatever is left over after the swap will be taken 
to the used bookstore to sell as a fundraiser for our club. 

The meeting will be held at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 3857 
N. Kostner Ave., on April 20 at 7:00 p.m. Wine will be consumed. 

Want to join the fun? Dues are just $20/household. Want to 
learn more? Contact me at claudia.hine@yahoo.com and be 
sure to check out our Facebook page (facebook.com/Irving-
ParkGardenClub) to see photos from our kickoff meeting in 
March, where members learned more about the declining 
monarch butterfly population and the small steps we can  
take to help them survive. 

Succulents: 
Both Hardy & Exotic 
— Claudia Hine

Be sure to follow us on Facebook for all the latest updates.

Learn more about succulents and take 
home some free books at the Irving 
Park Garden Club’s April meeting.  
Photo by Angie Yorath. 



April 2017 | 11www.oldirvingpark.com



12 | April 2017  Old Irving Park Association

IRVING PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY

More OIPA Trivia!
1.  Which came first, the village of Irving 

Park or the Chicago and North Western 
Railroad tracks?

2.  Where was the Dr. Adelbert Brown 
mansion built?

3.  Where was Irving Park’s famous arte-
sian well located?

4.  What was the first Irving Park res-
idence to be named to the National 
Register of Historic Places? 1.  The Chicago and North Western Railroad laid its tracks  
a few short years before Irving Park was created, and was 
instrumental in it’s becoming a white-collar suburb of the  
city of Chicago.

2.  The Dr. Adelbert Brown mansion was located on the north-
west corner of Irving Pk and Pulaski.

3.  The artesian well was located on the north side of Irving Park 
Rd., just east of the C&NW (now UP-NW line) railroad tracks.

4.  The Charles N. Loucks house at 3926 N. Keeler was the  
first of Irving Park’s historic homes to be named to the  
National Register.

Test your history knowledge with these 
fun facts about Old Irving Park.
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Nifty Neighbor

Where else have you lived and how did 
you wind up in Chicago?
I’m a native Chicagoan. I grew up near California 
Park, (Irving & California) and attended St. Ben’s High 
School. I lived in at least six apartments in Bucktown 
and Roscoe Village. My now-husband and I realized 
that a mortgage would be less expensive than paying 
rent in Wicker Park, so we initially looked for a house 
east of California Avenue.

Why did you choose Old Irving?
Scott’s brother lived in Old Irving and alerted us to a 
house near him. Although it was further west than we 
had planned, we put on offer on it the same day we 
saw it in 1991. It has high ceilings, essential for my  
6’5” husband, a large picture window over the sink 
looking into the garden, and a large backyard. That’s 
where we held our non-traditional outdoor wedding, 
complete with bagpiper.

What do you do, and what is the path 
that led you there?
I have been a crossing guard for 3 years, I’m currently 
at at Addison & Pulaski. I bike to and from home for 
my two shifts, lost 35 pounds as a result, and have the 
flexibility to care for my elderly mother. The families 
from St. Viator and Reilly are very sweet, give me hand 
warmers in the winter. I hand out Cuties (mandarins) 
on Halloween. I was an international corporate travel 
agent for 27 years prior to this, booking complicated 
trips and solving travel problems caused by natural 
disasters, weather, etc. My position was eliminated in 

2010; corporate employees now book their own trips. 
I have traveled to Asia and South America. I wanted to 
travel the world or be a police officer when I was little, 
so these jobs come close.

What are some of your favorite things  
in OIP?
Biking, watching sunrises and hawks on my morning 
shift, Irving Park Garden Club (active member for 
22 years); volunteering at the Kilbourn Park Organic 
Greenhouse, ribs at Smoque, Susie’s on Montrose, and 
Independence Park Farmers Market

If you had one wish, what would you 
change here?
Wish drivers would follow the rules—they speed, 
don’t use turn signals, don’t stop or pay attention to 
pedestrians. Makes it hard to cross the street safely.

Do you know a Nifty Neighbor we can interview?  
Send your suggestions to Anna Zolkowski Sobor,  
masobor@yahoo.com.

Meet Karen Wehrle
Crossing guard Karen Wehrle and husband Scott Tomlin live on  
North Tripp St. with their two cats, Wiggy and Roscoe.
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Stop looking, start finding® atproperties.com

• Two highly experienced Brokers 
with combined sales of over 
$500M and 36 years of experience

• Local residents, active in the 
schools and communities

• Successfully working with 
residential buyers and sellers as 
well as investors

Peggy Brockhaus
312.415.0042 pbrockhaus@atproperties.com 

Derek DiSera
773.255.1550 derekdisera@atproperties.com

SOLD!
3646 N Harding

$425,000

UNDER CONTRACT!
3807 N Tripp

$475,000

SOLD!
4216 N Keeler

$679,900

SOLD!
4050 N Lowell

$1,099,000

SOLD!
3854 N Ridgeway

$949,900

SOLD!
3812 N Kildare

$689,900

POSITIVE • PROFESSIONAL • PROVEN
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Keeler Gardens, NFP

Keeler Gardens is a new 501(c)(3) nonprofit in 
the Old Irving Park community. Our mission is to 
educate on biophilia, defined as the love of life 

and all living things. Biophilia is the foundation of  
our innate desire to connect with the natural world. 
When we nurture this connection tangible results  
are proven: decision-making and problem-solving  
improve; fatigue and stress lessen; healing is  
enhanced; childhood diagnoses are reduced; and 
community values grow. We promote the inclusion  
of the natural world into every lifestyle for the  
betterment of our health and well-being.

We transformed our city lot into an urban oasis with 
over 150 cultivars and many interior specialties. 
Neighbors stopped by to admire, ask questions, and 
learn how to bring nature inside and extend living 
spaces outside. Along this journey our community 
strengthened. In the summer of 2016, Keeler Gardens 
formally became a community resource.

Keeler Gardens offers programs that educate on bio-
philia, for insight and inspiration on the surprisingly 
varied ways to support our biophilic needs. In addition 
to introductory content, programs cover a wide range 
of topics, from the environment to art to technology, 
with a multitude of sub-topics.

 

Old Irving Park Welcomes 
Keeler Gardens, NFP

We use science, technologies, and hands-on activities 
to educate. We use all aspects of nature and all  
living things to support the improvement of mental, 
physical, and emotional health. We also educate on 
many artistic aspects of incorporating nature into our 
indoor environments. We promote our educational 
programs to everyone, and reach out to urban areas 
that are significantly devoid of the opportunity to truly 
connect with nature in a beneficial way. Programs are 
completely customized, and for community members 
of all ages, at no cost to participants.

We value the diversity and ideals of every community 
and paired with a direct connection to nature believe 
we can all have a powerful effect on the health of our 
communities.

Please visit us at KeelerGardens.com, find us on social 
media @KeelerGardens, and you can contact our  
Executive Director, Ed Caplan, at Ed@KeelerGardens.com.

Keeler Gardens, NFP
You, us, and all living things

773-206-6072 | KeelerGardens.com | @keelergardens

What’s Growing On - Sign up for our Newsletter
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Old Irving Park Welcomes 
Keeler Gardens, NFP
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | RESTAURANT REVIEW

Sabatino’s is a classic neighborhood spot. I went 
there on a recent weekend. Since our family are 
regulars, we got seated immediately. To start 

the night off, my sister and I ordered kiddy cocktails, 
which are perfect treats when you’re out celebrating. 
For an appetizer we got the pizza bread, it was a little 
soggy but the overall flavor was okay. I ordered and 
got the chicken vesuvio, which comes with a side salad 
and a soup. I got the soup of the day and an italian 
salad. The soup arrived first, it was so good! It had egg 
and spinach in it, I probably should’ve asked about 
what it was called, whoops. Then the salad came, even 
though it’s winter, the vegetables were so fresh and 
bright! There was a lot of dressing so I recommend 
you order it on the side so you can control how much 

Sabatinos — Eliana Kelly [A young aspiring food critic]

goes on your salad. After we finished, the waitress 
brought out our food. The chicken was perfectly 
cooked and had oregano, and a delicious and light, yet 
flavorful sauce. It tasted amazing! Accompanying the 
chicken were potatoes and those were just as good. 
My mother and father split a steak and it cooked to 
perfection, I stole a small bite, just to taste of course. 
My sister got a pasta dish, I don’t remember what it 
was called, it had a red sauce, mushrooms, and peas. 
It’s her favorite dish and it was as good as always. 
The atmosphere is always nice, there are lit candles 
everywhere and chandeliers hang from the ceilings. 
The menu is pricey but if you’re looking for a nice 
night out, it would be a perfect fit. Overall, Sabatino’s 
represents a classic and well run establishment. 
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | St. John’s Episcopal Church
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Art, Culture & Entertainment

National Veterans Art Museum
4041 N. Milwaukee  
Vonnegut’s Odyssey | Nov. 11 – May 6

Kurt Vonnegut Jr.’s selected artwork on display. 
312-326-0270, www.nvam.org

City Lit Books | 2523 N Kedzie
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.  Open Reading for writers  

Host T., Sean Steele. 

Austin-Irving Library 
6100 W Irving Park Rd

April 1 – June 30 | 2nd floor gallery space 
Poetry Events and art exhibit: photomontages  
by Scottie Kersta-Wilson overlaid with poems by 
Carma Lynn Park

Sat., April 1, 2–4 pm | Opening reception

Sat., April 22, 2-4 p.m. | Community Room 
National Poetry Month Celebration kick-off short 
multidisciplinary performance with reading by  
Carma Lynn Park projected images of Scottie  
Kersta-Wilson & dancing by Ginger Jensen

Followed by readings from several community poets

Roots Room | 5203 N Kimball
Fri., April 14, 7:30-11:30 p.m. Singers, musicians,writ-
ers open mic host Mike Hollywood
Tues., April 11 & 25, 7-9 p.m. Gallery Cabaret open 
mic comedy, music, writers. Host Dave Gecic, pub-
lisher of Puddin Head Press.

Café Chien | 4749 N Spaulding
Mon., April 17, 8 p.m.   Open Reading for writers 

Host Proprietor, Maxine

Irish American Heritage Center 
4626 N Knox
Wed., April 19, 10:30 a.m.  Speaker Jeanne Ropollo 

“Going to Mongolia!

Northeastern Illinois University
5500 N. St. Louis 
Recital Hall | Fri., Apr 21 7:30 p.m. 
Los Angeles Guitar Quartet 
World-renowned stunning precision, rich palette of 
tone-colors, joyous music-making. $26 general, $17.50 
seniors, Parking $5, 773-442-4978

Horticultural Art 
Avondale Park, 3516 W. School Street 
Saturday, April 22, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Earth Day Plant A Flower – Take Home A Flower. For more 
information: 773-478-1410.

Irving Park Lutheran Church 
4100 N. Harding Ave. 

Sun., April 23, 2 pm | Irving Park Fine Arts  
Committee final 2016-2017 concert
Performance: Carthage Faculty Trio 
Wael Farouk, piano; Andrew Williams, violin and  
Allegra Montanari, cello. Music: Johannes Brahms’ rio No.3 
in C minor. op. 101. A reception with the artists follows the 
concert. Free. Donations welcome. 
www.carlsoncommunityservices.org or 
Liz Mills at 773-398-6766

Mather’s-More than a Cafe | 7134 W. Higgins
Monday, April 24, 1 p.m.  Speaker Jeanne Ropollo 

“Reminiscing as a  
Baby-Boomer”

– Marlena Ascher
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– Marlena Ascher INCREDIBLE DINING OPTIONS IN PORTAGE PARK

french-inspired boutique steakhouse modern, chef-driven tacos 
handmade tortillas, fresh ingredients

4038 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60641 3938 N. Central Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60634
773.283.6080 

www.communitytavern.com
773.283.8848 

www.cochinitataco.com 

do yoga/go local
Join us for a free class.

If you’re a new student, bring in this ad for a free class and see why we’ve 
become Old Irving Park’s favorite yoga studio.

We’re nearby at 3880 N. Milwaukee.
Whether you’re a newbie or hard-core yogi, come join the best reviewed 

and most affordable yoga studio in Chicago.

www.yogashopchicago.com
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Schurz is a Sanctuary School
In February, Schurz faculty joined with other 
neighborhood schools to declare itself a Sanctuary 
School. Principal Kate Valente says, “As a school 
we will continue to support our students and work 
together to figure out how to best support our 
families through these difficult times.” Learn more 
at http://bit.ly/2lXaaFw.

Old Irving Residents Help Launch 
Schurz-Yolobe Partnership
Dozens of neighbors turned out March 9 for the 
launch of Schurz’ partnership with Yolobe, Inc., a 
Chicago-based professional social networking 
platform ‘a la’ LinkedIn for people ages 13-24.  
Visit Yolobe.com to learn more and connect with 
Schurz students seeking jobs, internships, and 
other opportunities.

Schurz Academic Decathlon Team 
Takes 8th in State Finals
Congratulations to the Schurz Academic Decathlon 
Team for coming in 8th at the Illinois Sate Finals  
at Northeastern Illinois University, capping  
a successful season for the young team.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
Food Science Lab Weekly Open House

The food lab welcomes the public to visit during its weekly 
open house on Saturdays from 9–11 a.m. The lab is now 
integrated into Schurz’ botany, environmental sciences, 
and engineering programs. 

Fifthstar Makerspace Open House
Learn about and use 3D printers, virtual reality, and other 
creative and design technologies during the next open 
house at Schurz’ Makerspace! The space will be open to the 
public on April 5 from 4 to 6 p.m. Follow them on Twitter at 
@fifthstar_maker.

4th Annual Autism Awareness Assembly 
April 6, 12 p.m. | School Auditorium
Community members are invited to celebrate with the 
students of the Schurz Cluster Program and help raise 
awareness about autism during this fun annual event. The 
event will include entertainment and information delivered 
by Schurz students and staff. Doors will open at 11:15 a.m. For 
more information contact Chris Baum at 619-933-0127 OR 
Sophia Pappas at 312-402-6702.

Chicago Northside Mini Maker Faire at Carl Schurz High 
School, Chicago, IL | May 6, 2017
Maker Faire is a festival of creativity and innovation show-
casing the incredible talent of makers from across the city 
and country. Visit http://chicagonorthside.makerfaire.com 
for updates and ticket information.

 NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Schurz High School

–  Contributors: Barb Cohn and Tara Tidwell Cullen. 
Photo provided by Tara Tidwell Cullen

Food Science Lab.  
Photo by Janet Mesic Mackie
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24-HOUR EMERGENCY SEWER SERVICE& REPAIR

CIRCLE
SEWER

CITY & SUBURBS
Commercial & Residential

FULL SERVICE
• We Open All Drains
• Catch Basins Cleaned
 & Repaired
• Bathtubs, Toilets
 Laundry Tubs Opened
• Power Rodding
• Flood Controls
 Repaired & Installed
• Sump Pumps Cleaned
 & Installed
• Tree Root Removal
• Frozen Pipes Thawed

Senior Citizen Discounts

For a Free Estimate Call
773-227-0978

ASK FOR JOHNNY

5108 W. BERENICE

MEMBER OF THE
BETTER BUSINESS

BUREAU

30
YEARS OF
SERVICE

UNDERGROUND
CAMERA FOR DAMAGE 

DETECTION
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Six Corners

Vaudeville at Six Corners
4041 N. Milwaukee Ave., April 8, 12 p.m. 

“Vaudeville” is a rare opportunity for families to see 
some of Chicago’s most exceptional acts—musi-
cians, dancers, magicians and a variety of artists. 
Regulars include host “That Juggling Guy” Brad 
French, actors Ken Raabe, Karen Hoyer and John 
Szostek. Guests have included magicians such as 
The Amazing Tomas, Steve Belliveau, Danny Orleans 
and Jan Rose. Popular, ethnic accordionist Mazurka 
Wojciechowska, Gruff and Tumble acrobats, and 
Dizzy Lizzy’s Hula Hoops have joined the show as well. 
Every show also features Semmerling’s crazy masks, 
puppets and props.

Special Needs Day at Josi’s
4032 N. Milwaukee Ave., April 16, 1 – 3 p.m.

Josi’s Frozen Yogurt Cafe will host their beloved 
monthly No-Apologies event. This is a private event 
for special needs families. In order to participate, 
at least one child in the family must be diagnosed 
with a physical or mental disability. The shop will be 
closed to the public. They will have doors locked for 
those “runners” and lighting turned down for those 
with sensory processing issues. Enjoy an hour of 
pure, anxiety-free fun with no reason to apologize!

Jessica Vazquez, SSA 28 Program Manager
Six Corners Association, 4041 N. Milwaukee Ave. #301
Chicago, IL 60641, jessica@sixcorners.com 
773-685-9300, www.sixcorners.com
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Stephanie Cutter

I have been a Realtor with Coldwell 
Banker since 2001 and have lived in 
the area since 2004.  I love helping my 
clients make their big move and I strive 
to empower them to make informed 
decisions to achieve their real estate 
goals.  I work hard to have a positive 
impact on  my clients, my industry and 
the communities I work in! Please visit 
www.stephaniecutter.com/irvingpark 
for more information!

If your property is listed with a real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real estate brokers. We are happy to work with them and cooperate fully. ©2017 Coldwell Banker 
Residential Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell 
Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor sales 
associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. 

STEPHANIE CUTTER GROUP
Coldwell Banker
1840 N Clark, Chicago, IL 60614
(c) 312-965-9600
(o) 312-475-3274
(f)  781-609-1792
stephanie@stephaniecutter.com
www.stephaniecutter.com STEPHANIE CUTTER GROUP
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Belding School

Belding’s Got Talent!
After a two-year hiatus, one of our favorite Belding 
events was back and better than ever.  Students in 
kindergarten through eighth grade showcased an array 
of extraordinary talents on Friday, March 3.  After an 
intense round of auditions, only 20 acts were chosen to 
perform and entertain.  Final acts included gymnastic 
routines, band performances, singing, dancing, and  
even a super-speedy Rubics Cube solver!  The evening 
was capped off by some amazing and fun teacher 
performances.  We’ve always known that Belding’s Got 
Talent, and it was great to see it!

The Buzz at Belding— Lisa Owens, 4th Grade Reading/Social Studies Teacher

Jazzed for Jazz
Students in grades four through eight were treated 
to a once in a lifetime experience on Thursday, 
March 2, when they walked to Schurz High School 
to see Wynton Marsalis and Jazz at Lincoln Center 
Orchestra.  Mr. Marsalis is a world-renowned  
and award-winning trumpeter as well as  the  
managing and artistic director of Jazz at Lincoln 
Center Orchestra.  He led students through an  
amazing introduction of the basics of  jazz through 
the telling of the early life and works of the great 
Count Basie.  Belding students were thrilled and 
honored to be a part of such an awesome event!

Rich Semester of Art
All students at Belding are learning African rhythms, 
dance and textiles this semester.  A Creative Schools 
Fund grant for $15,000 has allowed our school to 
bring three artists in residence to Belding for the 
spring.  Student in grades K-8 will receive workshops 
focusing on West African culture and arts with a 
textile artist (Diane Sutliff of Go Get Your Smock), 
dancer Mark Vaughn (Human Rhythm Project) and 
djembe expert Michael Taylor, of Old Town School 
of Folk Music.   Each artist is also doing a deeper 
residency with a few grade levels so that students 
develop a new appreciation for the music, dance 
and visual arts of West Africa.  

Are you curious to see what Belding Elementary 
has to offer your child?

Each month Principal Heather Yutzy offers school 
tours for prospective parents.  Upcoming tour 
dates: April 18, May 16, May 30 and June 6. Tours 
begin at 8 a.m. in the school office.

Snappy Paws
At the Bark and Call of
Northwest Side Pets!

www.snappypaws.com

Dog Walking & Pet Care
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

773-520-1210  Carla
snappypaws@sbcglobal.net
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | St. Viator Elementary

Viator Vibrations — Stacey Stevens / Kris Nielsen

UPCOMING EVENTS

Open House | Friday, April 7,  
9 – 10:30 a.m. 

Art Zone and Academic Fair Open 
House | Sunday, April 9,  
11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Primary Gym | April 1, 8:30 – 10 a.m.
Primary gym offers a relaxed yet 
active environment where children 
and parents can participate in 
basketball, baseball, scooters, floor 
hockey and parachute. St. Viator 
Gym, 3644 N. Kedvale.

Wiggles & Giggles Playgroup  
FREE | April 6, 9 – 10:30 a.m. 
This fun and FREE playgroup is for 
children in the community (ages 
newborn-4) and their parents/
caregivers. Open gym with balls, 
blocks, hula-hoops and more!  
St. Viator Gym, 3644 N. Kedvale.

Join our growing community! 
Plans are in full swing for the 2017-2018 
school year, and we invite you to join our 
community. For those who submitted an 
application, acceptance letters will be 
mailed March 16. Prospective students 
can apply on a rolling basis, space 
permitting. For more information, please 
call 773-545-2173 or email Marge Tiritilli 
at mtiritilli@stviatorchicago.org. 

Stay tuned for upcoming events at  
stviatorchicago.org or on our Facebook page.

CCYL basketball champs - St. Viator 5th grade girls. Left to right: Nicole Rose,  
Amaya Santellano, Carly Cloutier, Madison Baez, Dara Mullen, Cleo Delli Bovi.  
Coaches Bobby Rose & Kevin Cloutier. Photo by Lisa Jones.

Spring Soiree Sucess

The annual St. Viator Spring Soiree fundraiser, held on March 4 in the 
beautifully renovated Rustic Room at Biagio Events, was a huge  
success again this year. We raised over $40,000 for our school!  

Money raised at the Spring Soiree has funded scholarships, a new  
computer lab, interactive projectors and iPads for classrooms, an ongoing 
floor renovation project, and a host of other resources that students use 
every day. Thank you to our sponsors, volunteers, and everyone who came 
out for a night of dining, dancing, bidding and laughing!

Recycle with Us!
Bring your recycling to St. Viator and help us win money for our school 
through the Pepsico Recycling Challenge. Bagged, clean aluminum pop 
cans and plastic bottles (marked with “#1 PETE” on the bottom — no 
milk gallons) can be dropped in the beige plastic bin at the northwest 
corner of the school. The recycling container opens in the front and 
slides backwards on the top. 

Congratulations  
to the St. Viator 5th 
grade girls basketball 
team on winning the  
Chicago Catholic Youth 
League championship! 
They finished their  
season with an  
undefeated record!



April 2017 | 31www.oldirvingpark.com

St. Viator Elementary School 
4140 W. Addison St • Chicago, Illinois 60641 

 in Historic Old Irving Park 
773.545.2173 

www.stviatorchicago.org

We Believe
in Educating Mind, Body and Soul ADMISSIONS EVENTS 

Weekday Open Houses
 Friday, April   

& Wednesday, May 17 
9 to 10:30 a.m.

Visit classes while they are in session

A Special Open House 
Featuring the Art Zone Student 

Exhibit & Academic Fair
Sunday, April 9 

11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Come see our students shine as the school 
halls are transformed into an art gallery 

displaying the work they created in  
the Art Zone program. 

Visit our classrooms where student’s  
academic work is proudly on display.

Admissions applications are being 
accepted for 2017-2018 

Please feel free to contact us  
with any questions or to schedule  

a personal tour at  
MTiritilli@stviatorchicago.org.  

or call 773.545.2173.

Learn about our thriving community and the challenging  
curriculum we are proud of.

X PreK 3 year old program: 3 or 5 days a week, Full or Half days (a.m.)
X PreK 4 program: 5 days a week, Full or Half days (a.m.)
X  Excellent Academic Program built on the principles of differentiated,  

hands-on learning using interactive technology
X Test scores consistently outperform national averages
X Next generation STEM instruction emphasized in all grades
X World language program offers instruction in 23 languages
X  “Peacebuilder” program reinforces positive values & behavior
X National Junior Honor Society
X Award - winning Art Zone program as well as Music, Choir and Band
X Wide variety of extracurricular activities build spirit and community
X Championship Athletic and Intramural Sports Programs
X Enrichment Clubs and Summer Camp Programs
X Caring before and after care
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | St. Edward School

Registration is open for the 2017-2018 school year for Pre-K 
3 through 8th grade. We invite you to see why we give our 
students so much more than just a seat in the classroom. 

Call 773-736-9133 for more information! 

Open House
St. Edward School is hosting an open house on Thursday, April 27 
from 9–11 a.m. (4343 W Sunnyside Ave). 

All You Can Eat Pancake Breakfast 
Boy Scout Troop 904 is hosting their All You Can Eat Pancake 
Breakfast on April 9 from 8:00 am to 1 pm. A special addition to 
this year’s event — The Easter Bunny! Take your photo with the 
Easter Bunny while eating delicious pancakes! 

Living Stations of the Cross
On Wednesday, April 12 students will participate in Living Stations 
of the Cross at 1:45 pm. We invite you to participate in this special 
Easter tradition at St. Edward Church, 4350 W. Sunnyside. 

Upcoming Events:
Big Red Run 2017 | May 20 2017 
Get ready for the 2nd annual BIG RED RUN 
featuring a 5K and 1 Mile fun run/walk on 
Chicago’s Northwest Side. Made for runners 
of all speeds, including our always-motoring 
kids, this race is all about having a good 
time. After the run, stay for games, activities 
and celebratory food & drink. Please visit 
http://www.stedsbigredrace.com/ for more 
information! 

For over 100 years, St. Edward School has provided  
a Catholic education to children from three-year old 
pre-kindergarten through eighth grade. We have an  
average student-teacher ratio of 18:1, and feature an  
extensive music program as well as art, gym, sports, 
chess, and Spanish at all grade levels. Our students ma-
triculate to highly selective CPS and Catholic schools in 
Chicagoland. Our school is located at 4343 W. Sunnyside. 
For more information on the School call 773-736-9133, or 
visit www.stedwardschool.com.

Fine Craft Fair • May 6 
at Independence Park

Your best chance to buy a Mother’s Day gift is Saturday, 
May 6, at the 10th annual Fine Craft Fair. The fair will he 
held in the gymnasium at the Independence Park field 

house from noon to 4 p.m. 

Local artisans will offer original handmade craft items such as 
jewelry, textiles, glass, ceramics, baby clothes, and handmade 
cards. Of course, the treasures for sale aren’t limited to just 
those items—all fine craft disciplines featured. 

Interested in being a vendor? All work must be original and 
handmade by the artisan (nothing from a kit). You can incorpo-
rate your original photography into your craft item. IMPORTANT: 

No traditional paintings, sculpture, photography, artificial 
flower arrangements, or licensed characters, please.
The entry fee of $35 per table (up to 30 x 72 inches in size) 
reserves one space; if your display requires more than one 
space, there will be an additional $10 fee. Tables and two 
chairs will be supplied. Electricity available, please indicate 
entry form. 
Submit checks for fees with your application no later than 
April 1, 2017. Make checks payable to GIPNA, PO Box 18184, 
Chicago, IL 60618. If you have any questions [or inquiries 
about space availability as this newsletter may not be 
delivered until after the deadline], please email gipnamail@
gmail.com or call Pat Clark at 312-263-3754.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Registration is open for the 2017-2018 school year 
for Pre-K 3 through 8th grade.
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On Sunday, April 23 at 2 p.m., the Irving Park Fine 
Arts Committee will present the Carthage Faculty 
Trio in the final concert of its 2016-2017 season. 

The trio is comprised of Wael Farouk, piano, Andrew 
Williams, violin and Allegra Montanari, cello. The  
concert will be held at Irving Park Lutheran Church, 
4100 N. Harding Ave. 

The program will include Johannes Brahms’ Trio No.3 
in C minor. op. 101. A reception with the artists follows 
the concert. Admission is free, donations are welcome.

Irving Park Fine Arts Committee 
Presents Carthage Faculty Trio

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Carlson Community Services 

The Irving Park Fine Arts Series, now in its 23rd  
season, was begun by Bingaman, Director of Music 
at Irving Park Lutheran Church. The intent of the 
series is to bring high quality, professional musical 
and theatrical events to the Irving Park neighbor-
hood. The Irving Park Fine Arts Committee is  
a program of Carlson Community Services.

MAP is a program of Carlson Community Services, a 501c3 
non-profit. Its mission is to connect the Irving Park  
community with programs that enrich lives through culture, 
education and service. To learn more, visit carlsoncommu-
nityservices.org or contact Liz Mills, Executive Director at 
lizmills@carlsoncommunityservices.org or 773.398.6766. 
Follow us on Facebook for photos and info about our  
programs and events!

The Carthage Faculty. Photo by Steve Janiak.
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CONNIE H. ENGEL    BROKER ASSOCIATE

548 W. Webster Ave. Chicago, IL 60614

MOBILE  773.251.3837   cengel@atproperties.com

@properties Congratulates  
Connie Engel

On Over 15 Million In Sales In 2016!
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Join Hands to Help on April 28!

Hands to Help Ministries is a community partner 
helping neighbors maintain and obtain their 
Northwest side Chicago housing. Thanks to 

your support, every year the organization serves an 
average of 100 neighbors in the Old Irving, Portage 
Park and surrounding communities. Approximately, 
half of the neighbors served are homeless, many 
facing homelessness for multiple years and the other 
half would likely lose their home. During weekly drop 
in hours, Hands to Help’s Outreach Worker, Harrison, 
provides case management as well as resources and 
referrals. These office hours coincide with the hours 
of operation of the Old Irving Park Food Pantry serving 
over 1500 people a month. 

Recently, we partnered with an area church to help a 
homeless neighbor obtain housing. Although he was 
employed full time as a manager at a local coffee 
shop, “Morris” was experiencing homeless due to 
health issues associated with a multi-year battle with 
cancer and budgeting challenges. He learned of Hands 
to Help through his Pastor. Together, Hands to Help’s 
Outreach Worker worked with Morris to identify an 
apartment at a community partner. Morris moved in 
right after Labor Day with the help of Hands to Help’s 
Neighbor Assistance Fund. The Fund helped Morris 

NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Hands to Help 

pay his security deposit and first month’s rent. We 
continue to work with Morris and the partner church 
to ensure he remains housed. 

Hands to Help is proud of the large number of com-
munity donors who support our work. Join us at our 
annual Trivia Fundraiser on April 28 at the Filament 
Theatre, 4041 N. Milwaukee, Chicago from 7–11 p.m. 
Hands to Help hopes you will join us as well. Individual 
tickets are available for $55 and tables of 8, which 
include a bottle of wine, are $400. Enjoy tasty food, 
test your trivia knowledge, support your neighbors, 
and have fun. This event has a history of selling out. 
Buy your tickets today at our website:  
www.handstohelpministries.org. See you there! 

Hands to Help  
Trivia Exclusive Raffle
PITCHFORK MUSIC FESTIVAL Chicago, July 14-16, 2017
Hands to Help is excited to offer raffle tickets for 
a Chance to Win two, 3-day passes to Pitchfork 
Chicago. Passes worth $500 EACH and include free 
beer and up close access to the bands! Don’t need 
to attend Trivia to Win! RAFFLE TICKETS: 1 FOR $10 
OR 3 FOR $20. Visit our website to purchase:  
www.handstohelpministries.org

Our Mission Hands to Help Ministries works to find housing for homeless 
people living in our neighborhood, and provides assistance to those in danger of 
becoming homeless by:
•  Offering long-term relationships and a stable support system for those in need
•  Connecting faith communities and their resources
•  Advocating for systematic change in services for people in need
•  Providing referrals for housing, healthcare, jobs, and benefits
•  Providing financial assistance for rent, transportation, and identification.

Trivia Night 2017 Stop the Cycle of Homelessness in OUR Community

Gayle Nelson, Executive Director
Hands to Help Ministry,  
c/o St. John’s Episcopal Church
3857 N. Kostner, Chicago, IL 60641
(P) 773-599-0502  
 hthexecdirector@gmail.com
handstohelpministries.org



FROM THE WARDS | 45th Ward | Alderman John Arena

Well, it’s that time of year again! 
This year’s 45th ward cleanup will be from 10 am to 
noon on Earth Day, April 22. This year, we will focus on 
the same four locations as last year: 

1. CTA Jefferson Park Terminal
2. Avondale between Irving Park and Pulaski
3. Avondale near Lawrence and Milwaukee

Last year, we had a wonderful turnout and neighbors 
did a fantastic job of beautifying our neighborhood. 
I’m hoping that this year we can surpass the number 
of volunteers. Please join our office in lending a hand 
in cleaning up our community now that spring is here.

In addition to the supplies available at the 45th Ward 
Office, the Department of Streets and Sanitation will 
provide rakes, brooms, shovels, and bags. Please bring 
your own work gloves.

To sign up, contact the 45th Ward Office via email at 
ward45@cityofchicago.org or call (773)286-4545 by 
Tuesday, April 18. Questions or concerns, contact: 

Leslie Perkins
Director of Communications and Outreach 
to Ald. John Arena, 45th Ward
4754 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
(773) 286-4545 - Office | (773) 685-4527 - Fax

RESTAURANT AND WINE MARKET

Open for dinner Tuesday - Sunday, Brunch 10am-2pm Sat/Sun

Available for weddings, showers, corporate events, birthdays, etc.

TUESDAY NIGHT: TWO PIECES OF CHEESE AND CHARCUTERIE WITH A
GLASS OF WINE FOR $15

WEDNESDAYS: HALF OFF SELECT BOTTLES OF WINE

THURSDAYS: BURGER AND A DRAFT BEER FOR $15

FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT (HAPPY HOUR): 5-6:30PM $5 DRAFTS,
$10 GLASSES OF WINE, $9 COCKTAILS

3734 W Irving Park Rd.  -  773/866-5266  -  breadandwinechicago.com
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Citywide Clean & GreenTrivia Night 2017 Stop the Cycle of Homelessness in OUR Community
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NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS | Irving Park Community Food Pantry 

The Pantry will begin giving out Easter baskets to our 
clients’ children starting March 22 and continuing 
for the next three weeks prior to Easter (on March 

29, April 5, 11 (Tues Night) and 12). We are looking to our 
supporters to help make this program happen.

We put together baskets by gender and age range 
(under 2, 2-5, 6-8 years) and we also accept baskets* 
already filled with our menu of choices. We typically 
use medium-sized baskets with grass and layers of 
safe, fun, useful items found at the dollar store.  
These include:

• Plastic eggs filled with jelly beans or change.

•  Snacks such as juice pouches, crackers, breakfast 
bars, and microwave popcorn.

• Wrapped candy.

• Bubbles, Nerf balls, Yo-Yos, pinwheels, etc.

•  Easter pencils, erasers, toys and small stuffed 
animals.

•  Stickers, crayons, markers, little books  
& activity pads.

• Homemade bookmarks.

*  Please avoid woven baskets with handles; use plastic 
or fabric baskets that stack easily. 

We are happy to accept individual items and mone-
tary donations. Due to limited storage space, please 
arrange a time if you will be delivering completed bas-
kets. If you have any questions, email Gina Hubberts at 
ginahubberts@sbcglobal.net. Thank you for your help!

Acknowledgments & Recognitions

Thank you to Allstate Foundation for providing the 
Pantry with two $500 grants to support two Allstate 
employees who coordinated harvesting and delivering 
freshly harvested organic produce from the Allstate 
Community Garden at their corporate headquarters 
campus in Northbrook.

The Pantry began participating in the Greater Chicago 
Food Depository’s delivery program in January. The 
program delivers our food orders, eliminating the need 
for us to go to the GCFD to pick up food orders.

Executive Director John Psiharis and Office Manager 
Sandra Schwarzbeck spoke to members of the Park 
Ridge Presbyterian Church Women’s Circle at their 
February Luncheon and John also visited with Carter 
Westminster United Presbyterian Church’s Adult Sun-
day School class and the congregation at large. We are 
always willing to talk with local groups and students 
for any length of time. 

Article submitted by Craig Shutt. John Psiharis, Executive Director, Irving Park Community Food Pantry 
3801 N. Keeler Ave., Chicago IL 60641 | e-mail: info@irvingparkfoodpantry.org, Web: www.irvingparkfoodpantry.org. 

Help Our Neighbors Have  
A Happy Easter!

Volunteers Jeri Winkels (left) and Gloria Price prepare to hand out 
baskets during the Pantry’s Easter program for children up to 8 
years old. Photo by Craig Shutt
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ACTION 30 MONDAYS from 7–7:30 p.m. 

Come learn about topics of concern and take action! 
We begin with a speaker and conclude with action.  
Invite anyone who wants to make a positive differ-
ence. Donation of $5 at the door helps with supplies 
and speakers. Child care on site for $1 per child. 

April 3 –  LGBTQ Care and Justice and what we can  
do in advocacy. Reconciling Ministries Net-
work speaks and actions include notes 
to legislators.

April 10 –   “Seeking the Welfare of the City” Mark 
Walsh with The Illinois Council Against 
Handgun Violence on what we can do for 
greater community safety. 

April 17 –  Indivisible Chicago Northwest and  
Neighborhood Action Opportunities with 
opportunities to make a difference in our 
city and our own neighborhood. 

April 27 –  Energy and Self-Care with Katie Oberlin of 
Holistic Connections.

SAFE HAVEN for Students  
April 10-14 at IPUMC!

Register children for this program at 773-283-6262. 
FREE hours for CPS students are 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 
Extended care will be offered for $20 per day per child 
from 8:30 am-3:30 pm. It includes curriculum, arts, 
games, snack and lunch. We have an enrollment limit 
of 35. 

INTERNATIONAL NEIGHBORHOOD POTLUCK 
ON SUNDAY, APRIL 30 at 5 p.m.!

The neighborhood is invited! Bring a dish to share 
from your own ethnic or regional tradition! We will 
celebrate our neighborhood’s ethnic diversity with 
food and stories. This will be held in the Fellowship 
Hall of Irving Park United Methodist Church.

FRENCH ORGANIST Jean-Luc Guionnet in 
concert on Tuesday, May 9 at 7 p.m.

Jean-Luc Guionnet will be performing on the Pels 
organ at Irving Park United Methodist Church on  
Tuesday, May 9 at 7 p.m. He is an experimental organist 
who evokes sounds from a particular organ, trying to 
make it sound in a way that no other organ would. The 
cost for the concert is $15 for adults, $10 for seniors 
and $5 for students. His biography on all music.
com describes a Parisian artist active in many fields 
(music, visual arts, cinema). He has mostly worked 
in electro-acoustics but his career in free improvisa-
tion with alto saxophone, soprano saxophone, church 
organ, and piano jazz is worldwide. 

All are welcome
Irving Park United Methodist Church welcomes all 
people regardless of age, ethnicity, sexual orientation 
or gender identity, immigration status, economic level 
or political opinion. 

Irving Park United Methodist Church
3801 N. Keeler Ave. | Chicago, IL 60641 | 773-283-6262 
irvingparkumc@comcast.net | irvingparkumc.com

Community in Action Continues
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APRIL
3, 10,17, 24 Action 30 Mondays 
 7 p.m. | Irving Park United Methodist Church 
 irvingparkumc@comcast.net | irvingparkumc.com

8 OIPA 19th Annual Egg Hunt | Belding field | watch for details.

10-14 Safe Haven at Irving Park UMC 10-2 
 10 a.m.–2 p.m. | Irving Park United Methodist Church (see page 39)

20 Irving Park Garden Club — Angie Yorath on Succulents & Book Exchange 
 7 p.m. | St. John’s Episcopal Church, 3857 N. Kostner Ave.

30 Neighborhood International Potluck 
 5 p.m. | Irving Park United Methodist Church (see page 39)

23  Irving Park Fine Arts Committee Presents Carthage Faculty Trio  
Piano, Violin, Cello

  2 p.m. | Irving Park Lutheran Church Gym, 4057 N. Harding Ave 
www.carlsoncommunityservices.org

23 BrewAsana, Yoga with Debby Fries of The Yoga Shop (all level class)
  9:30 – 11 a.m. | Old Irving Brewing Co., 4419 West Montrose Avenue 

TICKETS: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/brewasana-tickets

28 Annual Trivia Night Fundraiser for Hands to Help
  7 – 11 p.m. | Filament Theater, 4041 N Milwaukee

30 Neighborhood International Potluck 
 5 p.m. | Irving Park United Methodist Church (see page 39)

MAY
9 Organ Performance with Jean-Luc Guionnet  
 7 p.m. | Irving Park United Methodist Church (see page 39)

C A L E N D A R  of  E V E N T S

For complete 
event details,  
go to the  
organization’s 
feature page.

OIPA NEWS 
APRIL 

SUBMISSION  
DEADLINE

Advertising & 
Editorial 
BOTH DUE  

April 11 
(SECOND TUESDAY OF 

THE MONTH)
BY 5 p.m.

OIPA MEMBERS 
 
Do you have a topic of conversation you would like covered or an 
idea for a guest speaker? 
Let us know, by emailing: oldirvingparkassn@yahoo.com. 
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 MEMBERSHIP 
APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM

Please complete the form below. If renewing, please use this form to let 
us know about any changes. 

We like to celebrate our members. Birthday and anniversary information 
is optional. If you wish to be included on the birthday and anniversary 
page in the newsletter, please complete the information on the form 
(adults members and spouses/partners only).

This is a: n New Membership n Renewal n Gift Membership

NAME (FIRST/LAST) BIRTHDAY MONTH & DATE (OPTIONAL)

SPOUSE/PARTNER NAME (FIRST/LAST) BIRTHDAY MONTH & DATE (OPTIONAL)

ANNIVERSARY MONTH & DATE (OPTIONAL)

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP

TELEPHONE 

E-MAIL 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
are due September 1  
and expire August 31

MEMBERSHIP DUES
– $20/year

– $14/year Seniors (age 65+)

–  Add $16/year for OIPA NEWSLETTER deliveries  
out of boundaries 
(Boundaries: Montrose, Addison, Pulaski and Milwaukee Avenue.)

SEND FORM & PAYMENT TO: 
 Old Irving Park Association
Meredith O’Sullivan
OIPA Director / Membership
4061 W. Warwick Ave., Chicago, IL 60641
 
Make checks payable to: 
Old Irving Park Association OR join or renew online 
with PayPal at www.oldirvingpark.com

Gift Membership: Simply complete the form above 
or the online form with your neighbor’s name(s) 
and address. You may not know their birthday/
anniversary info. That’s okay – we’ll follow up with 
them. Please indicate this is a gift subscription in 
the final box titled, “Special Instructions.”
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THE SOCIAL NETWORK | OIP Members Out and About

SPOTTED at the 
Irving Park Garden Club’s 

March meeting. 
Betty Ryan (Left), Tom Starck (Right), 

and Gerta Sorensen (Below).

All photos by T. J. Hine  
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THE SOCIAL NETWORK | OIP Members Out and About
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All members are welcome to submit letters, 
photos, articles (450 words maximum without 
photos) for publication. Send your contributions 

to: Kathleen Kearns at k.kearns@kearnsdesign.com. 
Please include “OIPA” submission in the subject line  
of the email. Also include the category of the item  
you are submitting — advertisement, article or event 
for community calendar, etc. 

Photos should be accompanied with a caption(s) and 
photo credit. If your files are too large to email, please 
use https://wetransfer.com. You can send several 
files at a time using wetransfer.

Deadline for advertising AND  
editorial submissions is the  
second Tuesday of the month by  
5 p.m. Materials SUBMITTED AFTER 
this date will be held over to the 
next month’s issue. 

Send to: k.kearns@kearnsdesign.com, include  
“OIPA submission” in subject line.

Purchase ad space and upload your ad at:
www.oldirvingpark.com/buy-a-newsletter-ad

AD SIZES:  Full Page: 6.25” X 7.5” 
Half Page: 6.25” X 3.75” 
Quarter Page: 3” X 3.75”

ACCEPTABLE AD FILES: High Resolution (minimum 300 
dpi) grayscale; jpg, PDF, or eps. Microsoft Word files 
are NOT acceptable.

The editor reserves the right to edit all submissions. 
Information printed in the newsletter may be  
reproduced with Old Irving Park Association cited  
as the source. Opinions in this publication do not  
necessary reflect the official position of the Old  
Irving Park Association. 
©Old Irving Park Association

SUBMISSION TO THE NEWSLETTER POLICY

New  
deadline 
policy for 
editorial.

Fred M. Alsen
fma Design - Cabinetry & Interior
Design with Integrity!
773.531.8139
fmaInteriorDesign.com
houzz.com/browseReviews/
fmadesignchicago

Corrections

In our profile of Karla Krengel Hood (page 17, Nifty 
Neighbor, March 2017), we incorrectly attributed 
fma Design - Cabinetry & Interior’s design of 
Christine & Chris Gorz’s kitchen as the work of  
Dresner Design. We deeply apologize for our error.

The Summarized Minutes of the General Meeting 
(page 4, March 2017) were incorrectly labeled as 
the minutes from September 12, 2016. The minutes 
were actually from the February 13, 2017 meeting. 



4206 W. Irving Park Rd, Chicago, IL 60641, USA

(773) 283-3422
www.unforgettablelounge.com
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